
Holy Spirit Pastoral Council Minutes 

Zoom Meeting-May 21, 2020, 6:30pm 

Attendance-Don Maes, Jake Hoerner, Luke Pribbenow, Tommy Nelson, Kathy Verstegen,    

Andrew Reimer, Sheila Blair, Fr. Carl Schmitt 

Opening prayer-Fr. Carl Schmitt 

Introduction-Andrew Reimer discussed overall theme of relevancy with regard to parish and 

church in the lives of the members and the importance of re-engagement.  Andrew also talked 

about the difficulty in navigating re-opening policies given the differing levels of openness 

among the public with regard to living within the pandemic.  We have people who are done 

with the pandemic and ready to return to normal now.  We have another group of people who 

are apprehensive about a total return to normalcy and have built in at least some level of 

change to their lifestyle to accommodate that.  And there is a group of people who continue to 

fear any sort of return to society.  Given that wide range of attitudes, whatever path we take, 

someone will think it is too fast, and someone else will think it is not enough.  There isn’t really 

a solution to that, but we do need to be aware that consensus will be difficult if not impossible 

at this time and to expect criticism no matter what.   

State of the Parish-Fr. Carl 
-Liturgy streaming has been successful.  Special call-out’s to Keagan and Justin for the 
videographic expertise in making that happen.  Also, every service is accompanied by a 
musician.   
-PPP loan was approved and has stabilized short-term financial situation of parish.  
-Communion service will be first phase of public liturgy.  That phase could last anywhere from 
2 weeks to a month.  
-Finance team has been meeting.  Looking to allocate funds for “welcome back” banners and 
new sound system for Kimberly church.  
-School year is coming to a close.  Trying to figure out how to recognize graduates.  Fr. Carl 
will be teaching 8th Grade Religion next school year.  School choice program looking like it will 
have 41 participants.  185 students enrolled in the school.   
-Deacon Bud will be retiring due to health concerns.  He will still make appearances at 
liturgies.  Fr. Carl will be asking Diocese for a new deacon.   
-Religious education.  Fr. Carl shared some of his perspectives.  Looking at implementing the 
“Good Shepherd” program and approach catechesis with a “womb to tomb” timeline.  Where 
are our gaps? 
-Parish/school communication improving, but not where it needs to be.  
-Brandon Lewandowski will be moving on from the Diocesan seminarian program.   
-Andrew added a review of the last three Sunday Supper take-out programs which have been 
consistently providing take-out meals to upwards of 200 people.  A huge note of appreciation 



to the LaCount family for making that happen while adhering to the under 10 gathering 
guidelines and safety protocols.   
 
Pastoral council members then shared updates regarding their own personal situations.   
 
Final thoughts- 
-Looking to have parish council members reach out to their liaison committees, share any 
updates as appropriate, and look to lay the foundation for re-engaging their work.   
 
 


